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INTRODUCTION

Overview

The Ponce de Leon/Moreland Avenue Corridors Study 
represents the result of an intense six month session to envision 
positive change, balanced with thoughtful preservation, along 
greater Moreland and Ponce de Leon Avenues. The plan includes 
recommendations that balance the desires expressed by residents, 
businesses, property owners, GDOT, the City of Atlanta, MARTA and 
other stakeholders during the planning process, coupled with sound 
planning. The plan is a visionary yet achievable blueprint for change 
that refl ect each Study Areas’s historic nature, limited rights-of-way, 
strong pedestrian orientation, transit-supportive land uses and high 
development pressure. To this end, the study strives to strengthen 
the transportation and land use relationship by:

• Improving traffic operations by focussing on more efficient 
utilization of existing pavement.

• Balancing the regional and state roles and needs of Ponce 
de Leon and Moreland Avenues with their context and 
maintaining or improving their vehicular Levels of Service.  

• Making existing MARTA transit facilities more user-friendly 
and efficient.

• Balancing the citywide need to focus mixed-use development 
into corridors with potential impacts on neighborhoods.

• Establishing a series of pedestrian-oriented mixed-use nodes 
that build on historic or existing nodes. 

With time, Study recommendations will transform Ponce de Leon 
and Moreland Avenues into dynamic walkable urban corridors with: 
wide, tree-lined sidewalks; preserved historic structures; quality 
transit; safe and smooth traffi c fl ow; human-scaled buildings; and  
social diversity. Higher intensity commercial and mixed-uses will 
be concentrated in nodes, while the areas between will provide   
housing options. This vision also extends to nearby transit stations, 
where transit-supportive land uses enhance neighborhoods and 
reduce auto-dependence. 

For far too long Atlanta’s major avenues have been barriers that 
divide neighborhoods and people, encourage anti-urban land use 
patterns, and represent tears in the city’s historic fabric. This Study 
offers a future in which these same avenues can become dynamic 
urban places that bring neighborhoods and people together, support 
a variety of transportation choices, and become places that Atlantans 
can truly be proud of.
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Format

The Study is divided into fi ve sections:

Section 1:  Inventory and Analysis

This section provides an overview of the  Livable Centers Initiative 
(LCI)  program and a summary of existing conditions. Study Area 
components are divided into categories. Within each category 
an overview is provided, existing conditions are described, and 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats are summarized.

Section 2:  Visioning

This section includes a review of the planning process used during 
this Study, including public meetings, image preference surveys, and 
community-based study goals and objectives.

Section 3: Recommendations

This section includes the recommendations developed as part of the 
public involvement process, tempered with current best practices 
of transportation operations and planning, urban design, land use 
planning, and historic resource protection.

Section 4:  Action Plan

This section is a summary of the steps that the City of Atlanta and 
others must undertake to achieve the Study recommendations. 
It includes 15 Year Future Land Use Plan Map changes, zoning 
changes, public and private projects, and funding strategies.

Section 5:  Appendix

The appendix includes documentation of the public involvement 
process, as well as detailed data analysis performed during the 
planning process.
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